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Some were born here.  Others came from distant lands. 
They are pioneers, leaders, educators, entrepreneurs, 

sports heroes and cultural icons. 
They have all marked Canadian history and society.

Let us honour their talent, contributions and                           
 achievements now and always.

Library and Archives	 Bibliothèque et Archives
Canada	 Canada

Rosemary Brown was the first black woman in 
Canadian history to be elected to a provincial 
legislature (British Columbia - 1972) and the 
first female candidate to run for the leadership 
of a federal party. 

Abraham Shadd was a shoemaker who 
became a prominent abolitionist in the mid-
1800s. In 1851, Mr. Shadd became the first 
black man to hold political office in Canada 
when he was elected Councillor of Raleigh 
Township, in Ontario.
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In 2009, Canada Post will issue a pair of stamps honouring these two African-Canadians for 
their valuable contributions to our country’s distinct heritage and culture.





Wednesday, February 4

Ottawa Police Service Black History 
Month Celebration 
Ottawa Police Service Headquarters, 
474 Elgin Street
4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
Free Admission 
Join the Ottawa Police Service as they 
raise their Black History Month banner in 
celebration of Black History Month. Event 
includes music and refreshments. OC Transpo 
buses #5 and #6. 
Information: 613-236-1222 Ext. 5011 
Coburnz@ottawapolice.ca

Sunday, February 1, 2009 

Black History Month Launch & 
Opening Ceremony 
Library & Archives of Canada, 395 Wellington Street
3 to 8 p.m. 
Free Admission. Donations to Black History 
Ottawa gratefully accepted.
An evening of inspiration and entertainment 
reflecting the theme “The Courage To Make 
A Difference”, to highlight the contributions 
of community leaders and pioneers to the 
development of our country and global 
community.  Canada Post will launch 
commemorative stamps honouring Abraham 
Shadd (first black man to hold political 
office in Canada) and Rosemary Brown (first 
black woman to be elected to a provincial 
legislature and to run for the leadership of 
a federal party in Canada). The 2009 Black 
History Ottawa Community Builder Awards 
will be presented.
Information: bhottawa@yahoo.ca
613-851-5257
Black History Ottawa acknowledges the kind generosity 
of the Library & Archives of Canada for this event.

About Black History Month

In 1995, the Government of Canada designated February as Black History Month 
(BHM), to celebrate the contribution of people of African descent to the Canadian 

mosaic. The theme for 2009 is “The Courage to Make a Difference,” to honour 
the role of Black community leaders and pioneers in the evolution of Canada as a 
nation. This theme will be highlighted in all BHM 2009 activities, which also serve 
to celebrate the pivotal role played by not-for-profit and volunteer-led community 
organizations, in promoting the integration of Black people into the larger society 
and improving the quality of their lives. All residents and visitors to our great city 

are welcome to join the celebrations. 

Black History Ottawa acknowledges the support of the City of Ottawa, the Library 
and Archives of Canada, CTV Ottawa, CHUO 89.1FM, BlackOttawa411.com and 

Rogers TV, for Black History Month 2009.

 

Events Calendar



Information: Aquanetta Henry: 613-762-0916 
Victoria John: 613-608-6128
bakilimanjaro@gmail.com 
www.kbsassociation

Saturday, February 7

The Becoming: A Character Play
Wesley United Church, 31 Graham Avenue 
(corner of Lees and Main Street)
5 p.m. 
Admission: $10 in advance or $12 at the door
Covenant Life Advent Church presents a 
character play depicting the story of a woman 
as she is taken from Africa and enslaved in 
the Caribbean, and her descendants’ journey  
back to freedom. This performance offers 
a glimpse of the past through song and 
interpretive dance. 
Information: Sandra Griffith-Bonaparte  
613-837-2285 
Fabian Bonaparte: 613-.319-0680
rooggu@sympatico.ca

Saturday, February 7

Afro-Caribbean Rhythm & Movement 
Workshop
Crichton Cultural Community Center, 
200 Crichton Ave, 2nd  
floor, Avon Lane entrance only 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.  
Admission: $10
Organized by The Cultural Arts Studio School Of Afro-
Caribbean Dance. 
Information: Suzan Lavertu, Artistic Director
613-863-3493
afrocaribdance@videotron.ca

Sunday, February 8 

Guyanese Poetry & Prose
McNabb Community Center, 180 Percy Street 
(at Gladstone)
4:30 to 7 p.m. 
Admission: $5 
An insightful journey into The “Black 
Experience” from the Guyanese community’s 
perspective. 
Organised by the Guyana Ottawa Association Inc. 
Information: Denise Moore-Isaacs
613-830-0222
damoore@pobox.mondenet.com

Thursday, February 5

Cultural Wine and Food Show
Ottawa Police Association, 141 Catherine Street.
6:30 to 9 p.m.
Admission: $25
Fundraiser in support of the 'Flanagan 
Scholarship S.C Fund', a scholarship 
to assist visible minority and Aboriginal 
women who are interested in a policing 
career with the Ottawa Police Service.  The 
scholarship provides an annual monetary 
award of $1500, which is forwarded to an 
accredited educational institution in the 
name of the successful candidate who has 
met the compulsory criteria and has been 
recommended by the selection committee, in 
the given year.  The cultural wine and food 
show features a variety of foods from different 
cultures as well as a silent auction.
Information: Cst. Andrea Girimonte
613-236-1222 x 5014
girimoa@ottawapolice.ca

Friday, February 6

“Sindimba”-Traditional Dances, Songs, 
Drumming, Belly Dancing & More
Library & Archives of Canada, 
395 Wellington Street
8 p.m.
Admission: $15 (advance), $20 (door)
Organized by the African Heritage Centre. 
Information: 613-845-0132, day-time & 
evenings. 613-612-5533, after 7 p.m.on 
weekdays & weekends.
africanheritage04@hotmail.com 

Saturday, February 7

I Am A Part Of Black History
Kilimanjaro Black Students Association's Annual 
Black History Month Show + After Party
Alumni Auditorium, University Of Ottawa
7 to 10 p.m.
Admission: Advance $6 (members), $8 (non-
members) / Door: $8 (members), $10 (non-members)
A cultural extravaganza showcasing the 
talents of young blacks celebrating Black 
History Month and the accomplishments of 
people of African and Caribbean descent 
through music, dance, spoken word, drama, 
and more. 



Wednesday, February 11

Information and Career Fair
R.A. Centre Canada Room, 2451 Riverside 
Drive 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Free Admission  
Information: Job Connect - St. Lawrence 
College, 71 Bank Street, 5th Floor
613-232-0022 ext. 1601
ottawajobconnect@sl.on.ca
www.jobconnectstlawrencecollege.ca
A partnership between Job Connect and Black History 
Ottawa.

Saturday, February 14 

Spotlight Africa 
Centre francophone of Vanier
270 Marier Road
3-8 p.m. 
Admission: $5 
African fair, exhibition, food and fashion. 
Come and experience the sights and sounds 
of Africa with cultural dances from Cameroon, 
Congo, Nigeria, Somalia, Djibouti, Rwanda, 
Burundi and CAADI.
Information: 613.824.0480 
info@spotlightafrica.org  

Sunday, February 15 

Children’s Stories in the Diaspora
Ottawa Public Library, Nepean Centrepointe 
Branch, Children’s Program 
Room, 101 Centrepointe Drive 
2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
Free Admission.  Donations to Black History 
Ottawa gratefully accepted.
Listen to readers from the black community 
share children's stories written by black 
authors from the diaspora. Books from 
the library will be on display and a local 
bookseller will have books for sale on site. All 
are welcome to attend this family event.
A partnership between the Ottawa Public Library and 
Black History Ottawa.
Information: bhottawa@yahoo.ca 
613-851-5257

Sunday, February 8 

Black History Month Story Time
Main Library, 120 Metcalfe St, 2nd floor 
Children’s Department 
2 to 3:30 p.m.
Free Admission 
OCISO and Ottawa Public Library presents a 
celebration through storytelling from Africa 
and the Caribbean. Stories and activities for 
the family in many languages. 
Information: Karen 613-818-7082

Monday, February 9

Film: Knocking on Heaven's Door 
Library & Archives of Canada, 395 Wellington 
Street
7:30 p.m.
Admission: Free 
Anthony Sherwood Productions presents 
Knocking on Heaven's Door a 60-minute 
documentary film about Jamaican and 
international organizations working with the 
street gangs of Kingston, Jamaica to help 
these young people turn their lives around. 
Funding for the film was provided by the Canadian 
International Development Agency. 
Information: Anthony Sherwood Productions Inc.
asherc468@rogers.com
905-495-9188

Tuesday, February 10 

Movie: A Grandmother’s Tribe 
Produced by the Stephen Lewis Foundation.  
Library & Archives of Canada, 395 Wellington 
Street
7 to 9 p.m.
Admission: Pay what you can. 
Produced by the Stephen Lewis Foundation 
and set between a tiny village and the 
largest slum in Africa, this is a story of two 
remarkable grandmothers. Their personal 
experiences mirror the lives of countless 
African grandmothers who, after losing their 
own children to HIV/AIDS, are left to raise 
more than 16 million orphaned children in 
sub-Saharan Africa. 
Black History Ottawa acknowledges the kind generosity 
of Sanjay Mohanta for this event.
Information: 613-238-8214 Ext. 2246   
sfrederi@swchc.on.ca 



years, the I Am A Baller Basketball competition 
will promote physical fitness and is an 
excellent opportunity for people to come 
together in support of a cause.  The winners 
will receive a $500 grand prize and all 
proceeds will be donated to a local HIV/AIDS 
charity.
Information: Aquanetta Henry: 
613-762-0916 Vivien Akrofi: 613-552-9052
bakilimanjaro@gmail.com
www.kbsassociation.info

Sunday February 22

African Film Festival 
Library & Archives of Canada, 395 Wellington 
Street
7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Admission: Pay what you can
Short compelling films from across Africa. 1) 
CMETrust: PAMOJA-The struggles and challenges 
faced by residents of the Mathare Slum, in 
Nairobi, Kenya, and how  the Canada-Mathare 
Education Trust (CMETrust) is supporting 
the aspirations of talented young Kenyans 
in their pursuit of learning and community 
development by offering scholarships. 2) A 
new short documentary on Burundian refugees 
and other short fiction works by students of 
The Burundi Film Center (BFC), a non-profit 
media development project started by Ottawa 
filmmakers Christopher Redmond and Bridget 
Farr. 3) The Almond Tree: Esther's Story -How an 
income generating project called the Almond 
Tree is giving people living with HIV a chance 
at self-sufficiency and hope for the future. Film 
produced by Anice Wong.
Black History Ottawa acknowledges the generosity 
of the Canadian Film Institute and Sanjay Mohanta in 
supporting this event.
Information: 613-232-6727

Sunday, February 22 

Women’s Netball competition
Nepean Sportsplex, 1701 Woodroffe Avenue
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Admission: Pre-registration required for 
players
Information: Darshani.Amarakoon@ottawa.ca
613-580-6744 Ext. 23707

Monday, February 16

Film & Exhibit: Title to be announced
Library & Archives of Canada, 395 Wellington 
Street
7 to 10 p.m.
Admission: Pay what you can 
A film from Partnership Africa Canada/Colours 
of Africa and an exhibit from the Tumaini 
Children’s photo project in Kenya. 
Information: 613-237-6768
btaylor@pacweb.org

Saturday, February 21

Tropical Showcase (Music, Culture, 
Health)
Ottawa Public Library Main Branch 
(Auditorium)
120 Metcalfe Street 
1 to 4 p.m.
Free Admission
An evening of music, culture and fashion from 
Africa and the Caribbean. Health promotion 
displays on physical activity, nutrition and 
healthy lifestyles. Information on risks of 
disease and injury, sickle cell disorder, cancer, 
diabetes etc. Take the opportunity to check 
your blood type. Special performances by SIFA 
choir, Heru drummers and more.
A partnership between Ottawa Public Health, Canadian 
Blood Services, Sickle Cell Disease Parents’ Support 
Group, and Black History Ottawa.
Information: 613-580-6744 Ext. 23923
godwin.ifedi@ottawa.ca 

Sunday February 22

“I Am A Baller” Annual Basketball 
Competition
8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Monpetit Gym, University of Ottawa
Participants’ Fees: 8 teams, $10 per person 
(max 5 people per team)
Admission: $2 
In an effort to help eradicate and educate, 
prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS among 
African and Caribbean people in Canada and 
around the world, Kilimanjaro Black Students 
Association teams with Ottawa Public Health 
for an action packed day of sportsmanship, 
brotherhood and sisterhood.  As in previous 



from across the Ottawa school system in order 
to engage them in conversation, empowering 
them to be active participants in the discovery, 
manifestation, and articulation of their visions 
for themselves, the black community and the 
world. Organised by 3Dreads and a Baldhead.
Information: Adrienne Coddett
threedreadsandabaldhead@msn.com 

Saturday, February 28

Youth Soccer Clinic
Location: tba 
9 a.m. to 3p.m.
Registration: $10 per person (15 – 18 years). 
Please register by 20 February 2009.  
Hosted by the Jamaican (Ottawa) Community 
Association in conjunction with the Rockers 
United Soccer Club.
Information: 613-265-9535 (6pm -9pm) 
irobinson3425@yahoo.ca

Saturday, February 28 

Cathedral Arts Freedom 175
Christ Church Cathedral 
420 Sparks Street (at Bronson) 
2 p.m.  
Admission: $30 Reserved, $20 General, $10 
students
Cathedral Arts presentation marking the 
175th anniversary of the abolition of slavery. 
The Act to Abolish Slavery in the British 
Empire was the result of a campaign by 
abolitionists worldwide, and efforts in the 
British Parliament by an alliance of Evangelical 
Anglicans and Quakers led by MP William 
Wilberforce. Upper Canada (Ontario) was the 
first jurisdiction in the Empire to take steps 
to abolish slavery with the passage of the 
Anti-Slavery Act of 1793 under Governor John 
Graves Simcoe. Freedom 175 is a musical 
celebration of Canadian heroes who worked 
for abolition. Hosted by a Canadian celebrity, 
this special showcase will portray their stories 
through song, dance and spoken word set to 
the rhythm of the drum.
Information: Cathedral Arts Box Office
613-567-1787;
cathedralarts@yahoo.ca

Tuesday, February 24

Immigrant Health Forum
A Healthy Immigrant is a Healthy Canadian: 
Challenges of Immigrant Health
Ben Franklin Place, 101 Centrepointe Drive 
9:00 a.m.- 12:30 p.m.
Admission: Pre-registration required for 
participants (No registration fee)
Keynote speaker: Dr. Isra Levy, Medical Officer 
of Health, City of Ottawa
Builds on the 2005 forum, “A Healthy 
Diverse Ottawa”, which addressed the 
issue of immigrant health in the City of 
Ottawa. This event aims to bring together 
health care professionals, front line workers, 
health policy makers, planners, hospitals, 
community health centres, educators, leaders 
of ethnic community organisations and others 
who work directly with immigrants and 
newcomers.  
Information: godwin.ifedi@ottawa.ca
613-580-6744 Ext. 23923

Thursday, February 26 

Annual Reconciliation Day
LLibrary & Archives of Canada, 395 Wellington 
Street
7 to 9 p.m.
Admission: Free. Donations to Black History 
Ottawa gratefully accepted.
Theme:"YES! We can!" Together all 
"Human Colours of the Sun" do achieve 
more! Sharing and promoting the audacity 
of hope of kindred spirits from the earliest 
human rights/anti-slavery champions to 
us. Featuring Leadership Ottawa's Road 
to Change documentary about the citizen 
engagement movement inspired by the 
leadership journey of Barack Obama.
Information: edutrack@trytel.com
613-241-0743

Friday, February 27

Black Youth Conference Day 2009
Confederation Education Centre, 
1645 Woodroffe Avenue
8:30 a.m.
Admission: Students $10, Others $20 
An annual event that gathers black youth 



Saturday, February 28

Global Community Alliance Gala Night
Sheraton Ottawa Hotel, 150 Albert Street
6 p.m. to 1 a.m.( Cocktails @ 6: p.m. ; Dinner 
@ 7 p.m.)
Admission: Advance tickets only $55/Adult 
and $25/Child (12 and under)
A dinner and dance highlighting the diversity 
within the Ottawa community; fostering 
unity within the Ottawa community; raising 
awareness of some community issues; 
and recognizing the efforts of individuals, 
associations, businesses and organizations 
making a significant difference within our 
global community.  The event will include a 
keynote speaker and entertainment. Part of the 
proceeds will be donated to a local charity.
Information: Yomi or Kelly Pratt;
613-824-6392
Yomipratt@hotmail.com 
rsaborn@hotmail.com

All events are in English, unless otherwise indicated. 
Please note that this information was correct at the time of posting and may be subject to change 

or cancellation without notice. Please check for updates at www.blackhistoryottawa.org.  


